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I want to thank Chairman Waxman for forming this group, spearheading this effort, and
leading the climate fight in Congress.

Tuesday night, we saw the President make a bold and clear commitment to addressing
climate change, and | am proud to be part of the group that will help carry that message in the
Congress.

I truly believe addressing climate change— both greenhouse gas reduction and
adaptation— is the greatest imperative of our time — not just because of the huge stakes for our
environment, our economy, and our planet; but because of the enormous opportunity this issue
presents. Confronting climate change will require major investments in infrastructure, new
technologies, high quality jobs, and energy independence. These are things that will make our
country stronger, healthier, and more prosperous.

I have the honor of representing the largest coastal district in California. We know the
dangerous impact severe weather, sea level rise, wildfires and the other impacts of climate
change will have on the lives of my constituents. Thankfully California has already taken bold
steps to combat climate change with our state’s world-leading greenhouse gas reduction law.

But that is not enough — we need leadership at the federal level, and that’s what this
group is all about.

It’s time to get climate change back on the national radar, to break through the fog of
climate deniers in Congress, and to confront this issue for the good of our districts, our country,
and our planet. Thank you again Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to do this important work.



